[Optimization of gold immunolabeling techniques on ultrathin slides obtained from samples fixed with glutaraldehyde and osmium tetroxide and enclosed in epoxy resin].
An immunogold labeling technique was carried out on plants infected with CMV, fixed with glutaraldehyde and osmium tetroxide and embedded in araldite CY 212. The effect of the type of support-film used, the resin and manipulations of the grids during immunogold steps, were studied and are discussed. The antigenic activity of virus was restored by treating the sections with sodium metaperiodate. The very high non-specific reactions observed with the support-film or with the resin were eliminated by adding powdered skimmed milk or non-purified albumin into the buffers. Purified bovine serum albumin (grade V) or chicken albumin (grade III to V) were inefficient in reducing this non-specific background.